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Hello all!

Valentine’s Day 2011 is almost here. Not only does this holiday provide us with the excuse to 
eat more chocolate, it also provides an even greater excuse to amp up social skills 
interventions in the classroom! For most elementary school students, Valentine’s Day is a 
relatively pleasant event. Flash forward a few years and the “holiday of love” becomes a 
potential mine field to those who have difficulty interpreting the complex world of peer 
relationships. Skills necessary for social interaction develop in layers from infancy through 
adulthood. In the past, social instruction was often generated by adults. Recent research has 
taught us, that effective programming includes a strong component of teaching social skills in 
the environments and with the people that they would naturally occur. Not in isolation.

The National Professional Development Center on Autism Spectrum Disorders recognizes 
Peer-mediated Instruction and Intervention (PMII) as an evidence based practice.                                                                                                                              

Go to their website at http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/content/peer-mediated-instruction-and-
intervention to view an overview, evidence base, step by step instructions, implementation 
checklist and data collection forms for peer-medited instruction and intervention.. OCALI also 
has a free dedicated to peer-mediated instruction and intervention 
at http://www.autisminternetmodules.org.

I have included the step by step instructions for PMII as this month’s article on evidence 
based practices in autism. Steps for early childhood through high school are included. Don’t 
forget to go to the website for the complete information, if you are interested in trying this 
approach!

Stay warm, safe and have a happy Valentine’s Day!

Lori Chambers                                                                                                                                                                 
Regional Systems Coordinator, KISN                                                                                                     
lchambers2@kumc.edu       

Peer-mediated instruction is used to teach typically developing peers ways to interact with and help 
learners with ASD acquire new social skills by increasing social opportunities within natural 
environments. (English et al., 1997; Odom et al., 1999; Strain & Odom, 1986).

Autism Internet Module
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